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ABSTRACT 



An examination of the language -related educational policies 
of South Asia, and particularly of India, finds that language policies among 
colonial administrators and the native elite for over a century has left a 
deep imprint on contemporary language ideologies of different nations. The 
discussion begins with a look at the Indian dual education system before the 
consolidation of British rule on the subcontinent at the beginning of the 
nineteenth century, with instruction given in Sanskrit and Arabic-Persian . 
The rival British educational system later eclipsed the traditional systems, 
and as it evolved, it effectively ignored all mediums of instruction except 
English. The struggle for Indian independence brought with it substantial 
conflict over the British education system, and the issue of language of 
instruction became politicized. Patterns of native language use and language 
policy in India and other South Asian areas are described, and the problems 
facing many multilingual developing nations as a result of current language 
usage and strategies are discussed briefly. Contains 47 references. (MSE) 
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